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Since the establishment of the Yugoslav and Polish Military Missions,
1t has been their function to buy up special lndusirisl goods,
particulariy old army suvplies, from the Germans. Recently,
increasing amounts of goods prcduced by wastern-zone industries
were purchased; the Inuzslans exhiblted unusuzl inbterest in

avch itemg, Monev with which t¢ buy the articles wss furnished
by the Rugsians from en 5hA inance office in Berllr-Welssensce,
ard the Rassisn transnortatilon chief assumed responsibllity for
=sreir shipment, . Tcading stetions varied, although of late the
Berlin-Heinersdorf freight station was used most freguently.
After loadirg, the gocds passed, to all nractieal purvoges, into
tre possession of the Russlans.

Nearly all membars of both military missions used tne privileges
frrnished by the Russzian transportation chief for the furtherance
of their orivate large-scale black wmarket deals. In addition,
the Tugoslav mission made » Tew purchases which were concealed
from the Russians and served cnly Yugoslav interests. These ac-
tdvities led o the withholding of Russian funds by the SMA in
Tebruary. The military missions were forcad to ebandon the black
merket organizations wrich they themselves had developed and to
andure & press cumpalyn conducted by the ExA ezealnst Yugoslav,
#ulgarian, and Pollsh black market centers. The SMA fell that it
ned to meke this move beczuse the lerge number of nrlvate trans-
actions nade by meabers of the missions had drevwn asttention to
sctivities which shouid hove remained completely unpublicized;
since Russian MPs gusrded “he storehouses uged by the Yugoslav,

‘ 2elish, and Bulgariar milita»y misslons until the day on which

the ralds occurred, it is rardly likely that the Pugsians were

areviously unaware oi these vrivate bleck market deals.. Events

of the past few days indicate that (ve Yugoslav misslion has alrezdy

resuwed the rnls of rurchasing nmgent originelly sssigned it by

the Hussians. o
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The chief purchasing agent of the Yugoslav and Polish Uilitary
7issions in Perlin is the Firma Strunk, which received a shilp-
ment of ball bearings and spare parts for machines and lathes
from Frankfurt am Lain cn 27 Karch 1948, The shipment was
valued at R 6,000,000 et double the rezular list price; pay-
ment will not te mede in radic equipment, although thlg is the
nrocedure usually followed by the Flrma Strunk. As yet it is
not known whether the goods were obtained for the Yugoslev o
for the Polish micsion,
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